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Gen 18: 20-32 
Ps 138: 1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 
Col 2: 12-14 
Lk 11: 1-13

 
 

I think this is the first time in my priesthood where my homily has 

taken the form of a “What I Did on Summer Vocation.” Considering 

who I met during those two weeks when the cruise ship ministry was 

flourishing (unlike in this post-COVID world), what I did and how it all 

relates to the scripture readings this weekend, I thought it most 

appropriate to offer my vacation experiences with all of you this 

weekend. 

A few years ago, the USCCB’s 

organization called “The Apostolate of 

the Sea” (AOSUSA - http://www.aos-

usa.org/) asked me to serve as a chaplain 

on the MS Prinsendam, a cruise ship from the Holland America Cruise 

Line travelling from Amsterdam through the coasts of England, Ireland, 

Scotland and the isle of Guernsey (just south of England). After serving 

on cruise ships for the last fifteen years, I have found this ministry 

http://www.aos-usa.org/
http://www.aos-usa.org/
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especially beneficial to a priest who both needs his sleep and has no 

possibility to swimming back to his parish for two weeks. Mostly on the 

ships I sleep, eat and pray and have realized that the vacations are just 

as beneficial for me as it is for my staff, parishioners and those I serve on 

the ship. 

On this particular cruise, my flight to 

Amsterdam became a very pastoral one. 

A parishioner from St. Pat’s in Joliet 

named Darrin (whose family lived at the 

parish where I serv ed), had previously visited me in Joliet and asked 

for some counsel on a spiritual matter. When he found out that I was 

travelling to Amsterdam, he invited to pick me up at the airport and 

offered me a spiritual journey of the city. So on a clear, brisk morning 

prior to my cruise sailing, Darrin and I visited the places of worship 

where he attended Masses celebrated both in Dutch and Latin and took 

a canal cruise through the city (pictured here), visiting the sites. For me 

to encounter one of our parishioners across the pond was a wonderfully 
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pastoral experience and for that reason, I was most grateful for Darrin’s 

invitation. 

Once I arrived on the cruise ship, my 

responsibilities were to celebrate Masses 

every day for the passengers (and once 

every Sunday night at 11:15 p.m. for the 

crew), taking care of their spiritual needs while serving as an “escort” on 

excursions at all the ports on call. While serving on the cruise, I had the 

opportunity to pray the Mass in Italian and Spanish, since residents 

from both countries were attending mass on the ship and some of the 

guests spoke not much English. Although I celebrate Mass here at St. 

Patrick’s in Spanish, my Italian is beyond rusty; nevertheless, I had a 

wonderful time learning about the customs and prayer lives of my new 

friends from around the world (pictured here is a Mass I celebrated on 

the ship with some of the passengers from the MS Prinsendam). 

One specific person on this trip made me realize again that no matter 

how far away from Joliet I travelled, I always am reminded of home. 



Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 4 
17th Sunday OT – C  July 23-24, 2022 

Every cruise trip finds me meeting someone who is associated with the 

Joliet Diocese, whether they live in one of our parishes or attended one 

of our schools and so on. 

During this particular trip, I had the pleasure of meeting a woman 

named Anne Hamilton (formerly Rosaire), who told me that for a year 

and a half some fifty or so years ago, she taught right at St. Patrick’s 

School in Joliet (where I previously served). In reminiscing about Joliet, 

Anne told me about a nice friendship she had in town with Fr. Jim 

Cannell (the former pastor of Sacred Heart Church in the same city). 

After her stay at St. Patrick’s, Anne moved to Mundelein, IL to serve as 

a teacher for the next period of her life in Illinois. While in Mundelein, 

Anne became acquainted to Fr. (subsequently Archbishop) Thomas 

Murphy (former rector at Mundelein Seminary and Archbishop of 

Seattle) was assigned to his first parish at Santa Maria del Populo and 

the school where Anne Served. Later, Fr. (Archbishop) Murphy was 

assigned to the Seattle Archdiocese and served there where she and him 

were reintroduced years later. 
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In addition, while travelling Europe I had the opportunity to visit 

more castles than I had ever seen in my life! My tour guides on these 

excursions shared with us how some of these castles were being sold for 

only one euro, under the condition that the person who purchased these 

castles be responsible for renovating them, some at a cost of over twenty 

million euros! It is no wonder that many of these castles are now falling 

into disarray and corrosion, although I can only imagine how they 

looked when in pristine condition. 

There were many places of worship that I visited in my island 

journeys. I had a chance to visit St. Mary’s Pro Cathedral in Dublin 

(http://www.procathedral.ie/); I was saddened that so many beautiful 

catholic churches in this part of the world were taken over by Protestant 

Groups during the Reformation period (what saddens me has nothing to 

do with our Protestant friends; rather, I felt badly that so much division 

took place a few hundred years ago that caused such a rift in the faith 

that we are still trying to mend today). 

http://www.procathedral.ie/
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Two particular churches during my trip caught my eye – one in 

Scotland and one in Guernsey. The Church in Scotland (near the city of 

Kirkwall) has a wonderful history. Called “The Little Italian Chapel,” I 

was told the story as to how Italian prisoners of war were shipped to 

this part of the world during World War II, a group of men who were 

divided from the Scots in political ideology but united with them in 

faith. 

In their desire to live their faith, the 

Italian prisoners of war built this chapel 

from parts of sunken ships and other 

articles of war in 1942. Some twenty years 

later when the church was in need of renovation, the main architect 

from the project returned to Scotland to make those repairs. Thirty years 

later during the fiftieth anniversary of the chapel’s construction, many 

of these former prisoners of war returned back to Scotland to celebrate 

this milestone with their friends from fifty years past. It was a great 

story and a great history from a little chapel tucked away far from us! 
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(For more information, check out the story of The Italian Chapel at 

https://www.visitscotland.com/info/see-do/the-italian-chapel-

p253741.) 

The other chapel that caught my 

attention came from the Island of 

Guernsey and what they advertise as “the 

world’s smallest chapel” [for more 

information, check out The Little Chapel 

(Island of Guernsey) at 

http://www.visitguernsey.com/the-

little-chapel]. The chapel is only nine feet 

long by four and a half feet wide (almost the same size as our altar!) and 

was built in 1914 by members of the Christian Brothers religious order 

(the same order that runs our own Lewis University in Romeoville!). 

The story told is that the chapel was built three times – the first time, 

the chapel was not structurally sound and collapsed, the second time, 

the entrance of the chapel was too small for the oversized bishop of the 

https://www.visitscotland.com/info/see-do/the-italian-chapel-p253741
https://www.visitscotland.com/info/see-do/the-italian-chapel-p253741
http://www.visitguernsey.com/the-little-chapel
http://www.visitguernsey.com/the-little-chapel
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area to enter and bless and the third time the chapel was built in the 

form we have today. When I visited the chapel last week, it was under 

renovation but if you to the chapel’s website, you can see how beautiful 

the interior of the chapel really is and the wonderful spirituality that is 

attached to this particular story. 

As I was visiting these chapels and listening to the stories associated 

with these beautiful places of worship, I was thinking to myself how 

“boxed in” I often feel in life, limited to specific life experiences that do 

not allow me to appreciate the greater scope of faith that exists around 

the world. Every time I hear or witness these stories myself, I begin to 

appreciate the depth of faith associated to life itself. I begin to think 

about how, if I open my horizons and allow myself to experience the 

expressions of faith offered by the cultures and countries foreign to me, 

how my own faith life becomes more enriched and blessed in 

everything that I do. 

We do this in life – we get so closed into our own lives and 

experiences that we sometimes do not pay attention to the great stories 
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of faith that can enrich our lives, even within our own communities. I 

recall some years back how I took a tour of our own diocese and visited 

small places of worship that are shining examples of faith, hidden 

“gems” that are within our own reach that we often do not embrace 

because we are too busy with things in life that ultimately are really not 

that important. 

I was thinking about the little churches 

in our own diocese that often go 

overlooked but have such a rich and 

beautiful history. I think about 

Immaculate Conception Church in 

Gilman, IL 

(https://www.facebook.com/ImmaculateConceptionGilman/), where 

Fr. John Balluff took old parts of other churches and constructed a 

beautiful place of worship in the middle of the country (which was my 

inspiration for building our own adoration chapel we established at St. 

Pat’s in Joliet). I think about St. Patrick’s Church in Momence where I 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmaculateConceptionGilman/
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currently serve, one of the most beautiful churches in the diocese which 

reminds me a good deal of Historic St. Joseph’s Church in Joliet.  

 I think about the story of St. Anne’s Church in St. 

Anne, IL (pictured here., the other Church I 

currently serve), a national shrine that has a great 

story of faith attached to storied history (see 

http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM2XZV_St_Anne_Cathol

ic_Church_St_Anne_IL). And I certainly remind myself about St. Mary’s 

Church in Beaverville, “The Cathedral in the Cornfields” which has 

room for 1200 folks but only has a parish base of 100 families (as the 

story goes, the folks in Beaverville thought that a third Chicago airport 

http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM2XZV_St_Anne_Catholic_Church_St_Anne_IL
http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM2XZV_St_Anne_Catholic_Church_St_Anne_IL
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was going to be built in their area so they built a church to accommodate 

the ultimate growth in the city. Needless to say, the growth never took 

place but the church remains a living testimony to the people’s faith of 

the time. (For more information about the Church, check out their 

website at http://www.stmaryschurchbeaverville.com/). I promised 

myself that if I ever reached the end of my life as a priest, these were the 

type of parishes I would love to serve – because of the beauty of the 

Churches and the beauty of the people that worship in them. 

In every one of these instances, in parishes both close to home and 

across the pond, various people of faith expressed their faith through 

their act of giving, supporting their local parishes through acts of 

kindness and God’s love. These responses to the gospel message, these 

responses of service, very much in spirit reflect the sentiments expressed 

in our scripture readings today. If we love our faith, then we express our 

faith as God has instructed us to do so. We are mandated by the gospel 

message to learn about this example of love and expand our horizons by 

learning how people of different faiths and expressions of love can teach 

http://www.stmaryschurchbeaverville.com/
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us how to be better Christians, how to be better people of Christian 

charity. 

We learn in our gospel message that no matter what our religious 

foundation or predisposition in life, we are all called to love, based on 

the gifts that our Lord has bestowed on us. None of us, no matter who 

we are, should give a snake to someone who asks for a fish, to deprive 

one of love whom God created in his image and through his likeness. 

Every time a walk out of my house or swim across some pond, if I am 

open to learning about God’s love, then every moment of life (from 

work or at rest) can be a faith-filled one. May we all keep our hearts 

open to the experiences of God’s love that await us at every corner we 

turn. May we constantly be alert and open to those experiences of love 

as we share our own experiences with all the people that we meet. This 

is our prayer. 
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