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Wis 9: 13-18 
Ps 90: 3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17 
Phlm 9-10, 12-17 
Lk 14: 25-33

 
 
 

You never know whose lives you affect or how the small things in life 

(good or bad) can affect the people you encounter… 

Last week at the 9:00 St. Anne Mass, a family snuck into church a 

little late. I gave the family a hard time – I imposed on them a penance 

of two Our Fathers and a Hail Mary for showing up late. For some 

reason, the family laughed at my penance, which most people do when 

they go to me in confession. 

A few days later after a busy afternoon of ministry, the matriarch of 

this family who came to Mass late called me, a woman named Heidi 

Grumley. Heidi shared with me the story of her family, especially her 

husband George, who graduated from Joliet Catholic High School and 

Notre Dame Law School, working for many years as a special assistant 

to the Illinois State’s Attorney’s Office. Heidi told me that she and 

George lived in Lake Forest, IL (about two hours north of here) and the 
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two of them used to stop at St. Anne’s on their way to the University of 

Illinois. With each subsequent visit, George and Heidi found the entire 

atmosphere of the St. Anne Church and city as very calming and grace-

filled (which is why this homilist very much enjoys this part of the 

state!). 

So last Sunday, George and Heidi drove from Lake Forest with their 

family (one of which being wheelchair bound) and arrived late to Mass 

at St. Anne. I had a chance to offer communion to those who showed up 

late, offered a couple of anointings and related to them that they, like 

anyone that walks through our doors, are part of the Church family and 

are always welcome. After some further pleasantries and a quick lunch 

at Shenanigans, the Grumley family headed back up north to Lake 

Zurich and enjoyed the rest of their day. 

George passed away within twenty-four hours of his visit to St. 

Anne’s. 

Heidi informed me that the funeral for her husband will take place in 

Lake Zurich on Tuesday but in their hearts, the spirit of St. Anne will 
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always be something that brought peace to this couple married thirty-

eight years. As with all those who have died in the faith, our prayers 

certainly are extended to Heidi and her family, who will receive a copy 

of this homily as my gift to her. 

Over in Momence at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, I am celebrating a funeral 

Mass for a past Grand Knight of the KC group there named Mike 

Malkowski. Similar to George, I really did not know Mike at all, except I 

kept getting told that he was a White Sox fan (so I added two Our 

Fathers and a Hail Mary for him in Purgatory before he passes on). 

From all the testimonials I have received about Mike, his fellow Knights 

shared with me how he was the kind of person who would bring the 

guys together, cracking jokes, going to baseball games and making sure 

the KCs and their families would get financed for religious education. I 

was told that his love for family would make you think he was Irish 

Catholic, which made me feel badly that I am a Polish Italian. 

This weekend I spoke to current Grand Knight, David Wheeler. I told 

David that if the Knights have such respect for Mike, why don’t we 
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invite the Knights back to the rectory basement to renovate the room for 

their meetings, where as long as I am around they will always be 

welcomed? Why not name the room after Mike Malkowski as a 

testimony to the life of service he offered this community? Not knowing 

Mike personally but knowing many who have acted like him, this tribute 

would be a fitting way to honor a person so highly regarded in this 

community. 

Last Friday, a man named Rafael Hernandez travelled from Joliet to 

Momence to help clean up all the gutters in the church building (I never 

saw so many bags of leaves and sticks!) as well as repairing the gutters 

around the gym building. Rafael is a man of great faith – he’s about 

sixty years old, built like a brick and works faster than most of us can 

accomplish together. When I asked him what he wanted for his service, 

Rafael just told to give some gas money from the heart, which I was 

most happy to do. 

I learned well about Rafael’s faith from the last parish I served. Rafael 

is married to a woman named Evangelina, whom I used to call “the 
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most powerful woman at the parish” – when any kid would act badly at 

Mass she would storm down the church aisle and wave that finger at the 

child with the ferocity of St. Paul. Some years back when we held a 

“Taco Fest” at my last parish, Evangelina was cooking pambazos (a 

fried Mexican sandwich) and she was all caked with flour by the end of 

the fundraiser. Meanwhile in the gym, a mariachi group was playing 

music for the crowd and really putting on a great performance. Rafael, a 

pretty good showman himself, asked the mariachis to play a love song 

so that he could approach his wife, caked with flour and needing to get 

cleaned up in the worst of ways, get on one knee and begin to serenade 

this woman as the most beautiful woman he had ever seen. If we had 

faith in God like Rafael had love for his wife at that moment, we all 

would be going to heaven immediately. 

At the parishes I am serving, a man named Wally Martin is 

renovating the houses which are in much need of renovating. Wally is a 

character – being somewhat of a rascal early in life, Wally changed his 

ways and is trying to make up for his past deeds by offering service to 
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the communities I serve. His Christian service allowed us in my last 

parish to update dilapidated parish buildings in such a way that the 

State of Illinois gave our buildings a 100% rating. Wally is trying to do 

the same for us with the buildings we have on the properties I currently 

serve as well and for this I give great thanks. 

The theme from this weekend’s readings that ties all these stories 

together comes from St. Paul’s letter to Philemon, the shortest of the 

letters attributed to this “Apostle to the Gentiles.” In the university 

classes I teach, I tell the students that the thirteen letters attributed to St. 

Paul are ordered according to their length – Romans being the longest of 

the readings and Philemon being the shortest (only twenty-five verses 

long!). I even teach my university students a “memory song” to 

remember the letters attributed to St. Paul in the New Testament, to the 

tune “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”: 

 
Ro – Co – Co with Paul 
Gal – Eph – Phili – Col 
Thess – Thess – Tim – Tim 
Titus – Philemon 
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(Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus & Philemon) 
 

I teach my university students that the letter to Philemon was not 

only the shortest letter attributed to St. Paul but it was the only one 

entirely written by his own hand. I teach the students that the theme of 

this letter to Philemon is just as relevant today as it was two thousand 

years ago – to treat my neighbor as my brother. 

In the first century, this theme was much more radical than it is 

understood today. Way back then when slavery was very common and 

very accepted (as it is in some parts of our world today), St. Paul is 

asking his friend Philemon to treat a slave named Onesimus like his 

own brother, like an equal. If you were of a first century ilk and if you 

had such a demeaning opinion of someone such as Onesimus as the 

people had for slaves at that time, then you would understand how 

crazy St. Paul would be seen as he was by elevating a slave to the status 

of an equal. 
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To extend that analogy further – if an outsider or a stranger entered 

your life or mine, we would be compelled by the directives of scripture 

to do the same for them as Philemon was asked to do for Onesimus. If 

we did this, if we treated every person as an equal and as a person of 

value, imagine how much this Church and community would grow, 

knowing that everyone who wished to follow the teachings of God 

would be welcome, regardless of their disposition! 

I have come to find out that every person I encounter has a gift to 

contribute the faith and that if we recognize that gift and allow it to 

flourish, great things can happen in the world of faith. We hear so many 

stories and testimonials about people like George, Mike, Rafael and 

Wally that we come to realize that when we shut people out despite 

their desire to grow in the faith, we shut out God from our own lives 

and miss the opportunity to allow the Church to grow and flourish. By 

recognizing how important the Georges, the Mikes, the Rafaels and the 

Wallys are to our community, it is then that what we are called to do as 

members of this “priesthood of believers” – to embrace the “other” who 
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seeks to enter the faith with a clean heart and to allow them to 

contribute in the building of the body of Christ. 

There are so many other wonderful encounters of faith I have 

experienced this week, far too many to mention. Let us be attentive to 

how many folks wish to share their faith with us, let our hearts be open 

to receive that gift of faith so that we may do the same for the sake of the 

people that we meet. This is our prayer. 


