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Ez 18: 25-28 
Ps 125: 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
Phil 2: 1-11 
Mt 21: 28-32 

 
 
 

I am calling today’s homily the theology of the “Blah Blah Blah,” the 

“Yada Yada Yada” and the “Mwa Mwa Mwa…!!!” I have always been 

intrigued in the last reference, as it is the unintelligible sound that adults 

make in Peanuts television cartoons. I always wondered how the 

producers made the adults sound the way they did in the TV cartoons, 

so looked up the answer on the internet (Check out the Peanuts 

Animation and Video Page at http://fivecentsplease.org/tv/peanuts-

tv.html - thank you Scott McGuire!) and I came up with the answer:  

 
According to Leonardo Moran of Bill Melendez Productions, 
“Composer John Scott Trotter directed his trombonist (to use a 
plunger mute and) to ‘enunciate’ the teacher’s dialog as though it 
were a trombone riff. Trotter… would read the teacher’s line, e.g., 
‘Linus, where’s your homework?’ then direct the trombonist to repeat 
Trotter’s inflection through his instrument.”  
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I was inspired by this reference during a recent liturgy I celebrated at 

the parish. No offense to any of you, but I notice that sometimes a 

couple of the faithful are not giving their undivided attention to the 

instructions that the celebrant is offering during the liturgy – at times I 

might be guilty of the same sin! I also have noticed that I am much more 

aware of the attention deficit when I am on the receiving end of it 

instead of the giving end. 

I liken this “Liturgical ADD” to what police officers often call 

“distracted driving” when folks are on the road. Instead of focusing on 

the road ahead of us and around us, we often are engaged in calming 

down children, putting on makeup, using hand held electronic devices 

or a myriad of other activities in the place of the one that is the most 

important. How many times do we recite “The Pledge of Allegiance” or 

sing “The National Anthem” and not even pay attention to the intended 

sentiments that fill the words we speak? How many times do our 

parents or bosses ask us to do something and we respond “Ya Ya Ya” 

when in reality all we hear coming out of their mouths is “Blah Blah 
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Blah,” “Yada Yada Yada” or “Mwa Mwa Mwa?” How many times can 

we actually the gospel reading for the day or the homily attached to the 

gospel even one hour after the Mass has ended? 

In my reflection of today’s gospel, I see today’s reading from 

Matthew 21 as a type of “sequel” from the fifth chapter of Matthew’s 

gospel with a proclamation our Lord offered during his sermon on the 

Mount. In the course of his sermon from Chapter Five, Jesus challenges 

us with these words: 

 
Let your ‘Yes’ mean ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No’ mean ‘No.’ Anything more 
is from the evil one. (Mt 5: 37) 
 
Digan simplemente sí, cuando es sí; y no, cuando es no. Lo que se 
diga de más, viene del maligno. (Mt 5: 37) 
 
 
In that light, I started pondering the manner in which we speak and 

the manner in which we listen and came across paragraph #2153 from 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, which states the following: 

 
Jesus teaches that every oath involves a reference to God and that 
God’s presence and his truth must be honored in all speech. 
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Discretion in calling upon God is allied with a respectful awareness 
of his presence, which all our assertions either witness to or mock. 
 
Jesús enseña que todo juramento implica una referencia a Dios y que 
la presencia de Dios y de su verdad debe ser honrada en toda 
palabra. La discreción del recurso a Dios al hablar va unida a la 
atención respetuosa a su presencia, reconocida o menospreciada en 
cada una de nuestras afirmaciones. 
 
 
Although this paragraph from The Catechism specifically refers to 

the second of the Ten Commandments, “Do not use the Lord God’s 

name in vain,” I reflected on the bigger picture this week concerning the 

manner we act like God, we listen like God and we speak like God. As I 

celebrated three services that conferred a baptism, a First Communion 

and a wedding at the parish, I was reflecting on the seriousness that we 

take these promises that we make prior to receiving each of these special 

gifts from our Lord. 

Think about a baptism. Prior to the reception of the sacrament, the 

priest instructs the parents concerning their responsibilities of raising 

their baptized children in a Christian household. Following the 

instruction, the parents are asked to make baptismal promises on behalf 
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of their children, promises that the parents assure the celebrant that they 

will instill in their children during their upbringing. Think about how 

many times other parents, or even us ourselves, uphold their teachings 

through our actions and our words. 

Think about First Communion. As a condition for receiving the 

sacrament, we instruct the students that they are required by the law of 

love (and the first precept of the Church, as well as the Third 

Commandment), students are instructed that they are supposed to 

attend Mass every Sunday and that skipping Mass on Sunday is 

considered a grave sin. If you look around this wonderful church, we 

ask ourselves whether these children are properly disposed to receive 

the sacraments in the first place. 

Think about the Sacrament of Marriage. In a positive light, I was 

thinking about a woman from this parish whose husband became 

crippled through a debilitating disease. For years, this man was chair-

ridden, unable to walk or even do the basic things of life that we often 

take for granted. Now here you have this woman who made a promise 
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on the day of her marriage to take this man as her husband, “for better 

or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health, all the 

days of her life.” In a society where getting a divorce can be a readily 

available as a prize inside a Captain Crunch box of cereal, this woman 

stayed by her husband’s side not because of a martyr’s complex but 

because she loved the man. For this woman, she took those vows 

seriously. In this example, I am not trying to make a blanket statement 

about annulments and divorce, as each marriage case is unique. What I 

am asking is how seriously do couples enter into a marriage – do they 

truly understand who they are marrying and the commitment they are 

making. 

“Say ‘yes’ when you mean ‘yes’ and ‘no’ when you mean ‘no.’” And 

if you say “no” to your Father, reflect on the reason why you have done 

so, considering that the Father has called us for a specific reason and 

that we need to show respect to our Father. To take an oath is tough 

stuff – to answer “yes” to the call of God can be frought with danger. No 

one said it would be easy to be a Catholic priest or a Catholic parent. But 
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we are the ambassadors for God in our respective households and our 

children are God’s most precious gift. If we set the example, then the 

kids are more likely to follow it; if we abandon the example, then the 

kids will follow that example as well, for our actions are a microcosm 

for our true views of life and our actions speak louder than our words. 

As we prepare to recite our “oath” of the Nicene Creed, may we truly 

understand what we are saying when we pray the “Creed” or the “Our 

Father.” May we always be cognizant that our actions today condition 

us in the manner which we treat others and demonstrate to others the 

type of Christian life we choose to live. Let us live our lives well, let the 

words we speak and the gentle listening that we offer model those of the 

one who gave us life. May our words and actions not be worthy of a 

“blah blah blah” – may they be worthy of God’s love in heaven. This is 

our prayer. 


