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Preached during my first Masses at St. Patrick’s Parish (Momence, IL) and 
Sacred Heart Parish (Hopkins Park, IL). Repeated fifteen years later upon 
my return as administrator. 
 
 
I am a tad bit nostalgic with today’s homily. When I first came to 

Momence to introduce myself to this community a year ago, the 

secretaries over at the parish wanted to talk with me over at the USA 

Cafe over in Grant Park, IL. Now I have visited Grant Park numerous 

times over the last decade because they have beautiful flower orchards 

which my former staff in Joliet often utilized. Grant Park also had a 

wonderful golf course surrounded by a good number of family 

restaurants. 

I arrived at the café so that the secretaries and I could talk about all 

the things that I needed to do at St. Patrick’s in the upcoming months 

when a man sitting at the food bar approached me as I walked through 
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the door. 

The man introduced himself and said, “Hey, aren’t you Fr. Peter 

Jankowski?” 

I replied, “Yes, I am.” 

He then said, “I remember you from fifteen years ago when you 

served here in Momence.” To be honest, I can’t remember what I had for 

breakfast in the morning, let alone what happened fifteen years ago that 

somebody would remember me. What the man shared with me warmed 

my heart and made me fond in my return. 

I certainly want to do what I can for all of you in this community that 

I preached this same homily fifteen years ago, on the 28th Sunday of the 

Year in 2005. At that first Mass while serving St. Patrick’s for three 

months, I had the opportunity to tour the area as I had done my first 

year of the priesthood. I visited “The Basilica in the Cornfields” over at 

St. Mary’s in Beaverville. I celebrated Masses at Sacred Heart Mission in 

Hopkins Park. I very much wanted to visit the shrine again here at St. 

Anne’s Church, where I celebrate my online Masses.  
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At the time I served here in 2005, I told all of you that when I got to 

that point in my life where I’d be close to retirement age, this is where I 

wanted to retire. I love country parishes; I love small communities. I 

want people to know that I care for them. Sometimes you can do greater 

things in the small communities than you can do in the big ones, 

because in the small communities, you know that people really do care; 

people know each other and people help each other. In a small parish, 

you do not become just a lost face in the crowd but you are someone 

special. 

While I served in this area for those three months in 2005, I learned 

that while I was here for the three months, I got to frequent the three 

restaurants that exist within a twenty-mile radius (actually, there are 

more than three restaurants… but not many more). 

Nowadays, the staff and I frequent one of these great few restaurants 

every Wednesday for our weekly “staff meeting,” which is nothing 

more than an excuse to socialize on a Wednesday afternoon. In our 

journey, we have travelled to Bradley, Grant Park, Kankakee, the 
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Bourbonnais or wherever the car takes us. Certainly at St. Anne’s, I 

frequent often the Dixie Delight down the street. My dog likes the place 

more than I do, which is because the staff there really like the dog… and 

tolerate me . The food gurus at the delight always take care of the dog 

and help out a priest who is often too “on the go” to sit down for a meal. 

I very much have come to appreciate the hospitality here at the 

border town parishes. I very much appreciate your kindness. I also 

appreciate the pizza that I seemed to be served on a daily basis on the 

east end of Kankakee County. 

I have come to notice that the one food that my staff likes to eat more 

than anything else is pizza. In that light, we have battles over who has 

the best pizza, whether it be at Shenanigans in St. Anne’s or Sammy’s in 

Momence or the Traxx at Grant Park. Most every city in this area claims 

to have the best pizza in the area… and we pretty much have tried them 

all on our Wednesday staff meetings. 

On Saturday nights, a group of friends join me at Mass and we 

frequent one of the pizza joints in the area, where friends and strangers 
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often stop to say hello… and pet the dog. Mass and pizza seems to be 

the course of any given Saturday night both fifteen years ago and even 

today. 

So, when I reflected on my homily from 2005, I thought about my 

pizza dinners that carry to this day and the word that summarizes the 

theme of today’s homily – carbohydrate.  

The carbohydrate is the bane to my existence and is the downfall in 

my life. That pizza crust that turns to sugar and skyrockets my glucose 

count has turned me into the round person you see today. From what I 

have seen and have been told, many of you love your carbohydrates as 

well, whether it be burgers, whether it be pizza, whether it be rice, 

potatoes, bread or whatever. 

Because I crave carbohydrates like a crazy person, I am well aware 

that they reak havoc on my body when I eat too much of it. That said, if 

you gave me a warm slice of bread with butter or a warm scone with 

jam as if I have been transported to Ireland, then you have made a 

friend with me for life. So many people in this community for the last 
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fifteen years have been so kind to sit down and to break bread with me 

and this has been a real blessing. 

What I have learned at least in my twenty-four years of ministry, is 

that if I extend myself and show you that I care that I really do want to 

break bread with you, I really do want to do what I can to extend myself 

to you. I know and I have learned that if I come halfway in the faith, you 

will come the other halfway. We do this work together as the body of 

Christ – we are all different parts of the same body with Christ as the 

head. If we work together towards this cause of faith, then we show as a 

community that we care – we care about God and we care about this 

local church. 

One of the challenges that I have had to address is getting people to 

come to Mass and build this relationship. When I was here in 2005, there 

were struggles that people were experiencing at that time; in 2019, 

different challenges and struggles exist. Certainly with the pandemic, 

we have been challenged with those who have been afraid to come to 

church. To help out, we all have king of adjusted and adapted and done 
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what we could to make people feel welcome. 

For me, I have to tell you that my inspiration, my motivation, the 

thing that really gives me strength through all these struggles that I 

have had in life starts with a different kind of carbohydrate that gets 

changed at this Mass. I have told you in the past that a communion host 

is nothing more than flour and water mixed together. At the Eucharistic 

Prayer at Mass, through the priest, the power of the Holy Spirit changes 

that carbohydrate into the Real Presence of Jesus’ body and blood. 

When this carbohydrate gets changed, this Body of Christ becomes the 

most important thing we have present in this Church, the most 

important presence we encounter in our lives. More important than any 

dignitary, more important than any cleric, more important than a 

president or King, what we find on that altar and tabernacle is our God 

in the flesh who wants to be with us. 

The problem is, of course, that we get so tempted by the things of the 

world that come and go, we do not pay attention to the one being that 

never leaves, the one who created us and the one who prays for our 
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return. In about 50 to 100 years, no one is going to care about who wins 

a baseball game, a basketball, football championship, who is president 

or who is king. At the end of our earthly life when our divine purpose 

confronts us, we realize that the only thing that really matters is our 

relationship with God that begins and ends with the God in this 

changed carbohydrate. Whether we love our God and we love each 

other is what really matters.  

We learn that if we extend ourselves to taking care of others, to 

breaking bread with others, and then inviting them to this table, we then 

heed to message of our readings today, our first reading from Isaiah on 

the mountain which provides good foods, rich choice drinks that God 

will always provide for us. The second reading from Philippians shows 

us a community that supported St. Paul in his mission, especially during 

his most difficult of times. Our gospel reading takes the negative 

approach those who do not invest in their relationship with God, who 

do not attend the banquet, who think that there are more important 

things in life than what we call the source and summit of our Christian 
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life. In this gospel, we learn how the king gets mad to the people’s 

indifference. In the extended reading from today’s gospel, we read of 

the king’s wrath for those who are not properly dressed to attend this 

most sacred meal. 

My role at this parish is not to play the role of judge or the the role of 

God. All I can do is invite you to this Mass, tell you that I will extend 

myself out to you and hope that you do your part to come to the Mass as 

well, to invite others to break bread with us and to make people feel 

welcome. We have plenty of room in our church now that we are back 

inside for our Masses, we will do the best that we can to make this a safe 

and sacred experience. 

Yes, we have the diocesan rules with which to contend. That said, we 

still have room in our churches, plenty of room for anyone who wants to 

come. Just bring your masks and keep your social distance. If you do not 

feel comfortable, call us and we will come to you; that is why we are 

here. 

Please know I am praying for you. Please know that I will do what I 
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can to always extend myself out to you to break bread with you. I invite 

you to come to this table to break bread with us, to receive the bread of 

life and the cup of eternal salvation. Let us realize how important this 

meal is and how important our God is. Let us share this meal and this 

message with the people that we meet. This is our prayer. 

Carbohydrate – Hidrato, fécula 


