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Is 40: 1-5, 9-11 
Ps 85: 9-10, 11-12, 13-14 
2 Pt 3: 8-14 
Mk 1: 1-8 

 
 

Last Sunday was the first time during my tenure in the border towns 

that we introduced “St. Nicholas” to the people of this community. St. 

Nicholas returns to us the weekend of December 5-6, as the Catholic 

Church will celebrate the feast of St. Nicholas. We celebrate the 

“pandemic St. Nicholas,” who will be safe to all who pray with us this 

weekend. 

As traditions teaches us, St. Nicholas was a bishop who lived in the 

4th century in an area south of the country we know as Turkey. We 

really don’t know many facts about St. Nicholas except that he came 

from a rich family and that he was very generous in his giving. He was 

present as the Council of Nicaea in 325 and was also persecuted for the 

faith in which he believed. 

On this particular day, the Dutch kids and many throughout the 

world place out their shoes so that St. Nicholas can fill them with candy 
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on his special feast day. To be honest, we wouldn’t have thought much 

more about the life of St. Nicholas had it not been for another saint from 

the region named Methodius, who, five-hundred years after Nicholas’ 

death, began telling stories about Nicholas’ charitable work in the name 

of the faith. As you well know, these stories have become legendary and 

the tradition of Nicholas’ gift-giving has become a world-wide tradition. 

As Methodius tells the story, there once lived a poor man in the 

province of Asia Minor during the fourth century who had three very 

beautiful daughters. These children of his were all reaching the age 

when they would get married, but because their father was so poor, he 

was not able to offer the traditional dowry of wealth to the men that his 

daughters wished to marry, a dowry that was customarily given during 

that particular time. To not give a dowry meant that the wedding could 

not take place. 

Since his daughters could not marry, the father and his children had 

to take on very difficult jobs in order to earn enough money to sustain 

them. As time went on, word of the father’s plight came to the ears of a 

devout and religious man who had received an enormous inheritance 
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from his parents upon their deaths. During his lifetime, this priest kept 

his eyes and ears open, looking for opportunities to give his money 

away to those in need. This priest heard about this poor father and his 

three children and knew exactly what to do. 

One night, while the city was dark and the town had fallen asleep, 

this priest quietly approached this poor man’s house and dropped a 

gold sack of money inside the man’s window. The next morning, this 

very poor father found this enormous wealth, enough so that that his 

oldest daughter would be able to marry. Later that year, another sack of 

gold was found in the man’s house, and his second daughter was 

married as well. Finally, some time had passed when this man came by 

the house a third time, and dropped yet another bag of gold inside the 

open window. This time, however, the father of these young women 

was sitting in a chair by the window, staying up as he did every night 

for the previous year, just to catch a glance at this very charitable person 

who helped him out. The father heard the bag of gold drop to the 

ground, flung out of his chair and dashed out of the house. And as the 
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father ran down the street, he caught a glimpse at this Good Samaritan, 

the bishop of the area, St. Nicholas. 

And since Methodius’ stories from the 9th century, the traditions took 

on a life of their own, particularly in the countries of Holland and 

Belgium. The Dutch referred to this man as Sint Niklaas or Sinterklaas, 

from which the name Santa Claus is derived. Today, Nicholas is 

considered the patron saint of gift-givers, sailors, pawn brokers, and – in 

many parts of Europe – brew masters. And on December 6th, the feast 

day of this saint, tradition speculates that this Sinterklaas fellow leaves 

gifts in the shoes of the good Dutch boys and girls as a reward for their 

goodness over the year gone past. 

The whole idea is that we need to hear that voice that cries out in the 

wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord” (Is 40: 3), that God is still 

with us when all else seems lost. Is this not the theme from the first 

reading from the prophet Isaiah? In the scripture scholar world, what 

we read today is what is called “Second Isaiah” (Chapters 40-55). As we 

learn from this reading, the Chosen People at that time were in exile and 

lived in darkness. Isaiah prophesizes that a new “Messiah” would 
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return to shine the light into the darkness so that the people of the time 

could find hope so that the faithful could return to Jerusalem and 

rebuild their temple. 

Isaiah tells the banished people that they will find light in the 

darkness if they have faith in God, the same theme that is reiterated in 

the first chapter of St. Mark’s gospel. The gospel begins with this 

prophesy from Isaiah and then continues with the words of John the 

Baptizer. In Mark’s gospel, St. John preaches that he will baptize with 

water but the one yet to come will baptize with the power of the Holy 

Spirit. St. Paul teaches us in his writings that if we have faith through 

baptism, this “spiritual mark” of the Holy Spirit will not abandon us 

and lead us to a new type of Jerusalem. 

This sentiment is so important in the world of faith. The reason that 

this story from John the Baptist and certainly St. Nicholas is so relevant 

this particular weekend because both preach of hope in the 

hopelessness, the light in the darkness symbolized by that “star in the 

east” that guides us to conduct ourselves by living like Christ. By living 

in a similar manner, by allowing the Holy Spirit to guide and inspire us 
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to serve the poor and needy of today’s community, we live like Christ 

and prepare ourselves well for what is yet to come. 

What we are asking you to do is to take those tags from the Angel 

Trees we have provided, by helping out the poor families in Joliet 

through our toy and coat drive (new this year, not used), by providing 

the provisions that we offer for our veterans that live in a special care 

facility in Manteno and by doing what Nicholas did, who certainly 

modeled what Christ did for those who are the neediest in our 

community. We already have accomplished some of these goals by 

offering a video tribute to our Veterans last month on a national day set 

aside in their honor. 

As the Nicholas tradition has spread by means of helping the poor of 

the world, so we are called today to follow that tradition by offering 

food and clothing to those in need. Next weekend, you will be asked to 

bring food for the poor and wrap gifts of clothing for low-income 

families so that we continue the traditions of our ancestors. We will ask 

you to bring these gifts to the Narthex of the church before Mass next 

weekend. We ask you not to wrap the food items, just the gifts of 
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clothes. We ask that the clothes be new and be suited for adolescents or 

adults. Please just mark the package with what kind of gift it is before 

you bring it to church. 

As part of my own St. Nicholas tradition, I have been working with 

the underprivileged in Joliet as well. I work with a group of Hispanic 

Sisters, Las Hermanas Josefinas, who run a day-care center for low-income 

families. Each year, St. Ray’s Cathedral has provided the sisters with 

clothing and the local food pantries have supplied the food. If you have 

already provided the food and clothing for St. Nicholas, I ask that you 

drop off a toy at the Rectory next week so that we can send the toys off 

to the kids in Joliet as well. 

Next weekend, we are asking you to return any clothes or toys that 

you have acquired for the Vilaseca as well as the items you collected for 

our Angel Tree and Veterans’ Home programs. We also encourage you to 

contact us if you know of any folks who are in need of a Sunshine Phone 

Call or a pastoral visit so that we can take care of any needs the folks in 

our communities might have. 
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The reason all of this is important is to recall the gift of love during 

the Advent Season, a presence that is not limited to just the families in 

the home but the family of believers around the world. What is striking 

about today’s reading in Mark is that the first sentence of the gospel is 

one of the very few times in Mark that Jesus’ presence as the Christ was 

revealed by the protagonists in the story. As a general rule, the people in 

Mark’s gospel just didn’t get it – they just didn’t understand what this 

gift of love was truly about.  

As people who have been taught about this revelation of Jesus as the 

Christ, it is our responsibility during Advent to make this revelation 

possible, through our charitable acts and our lives of prayer. Let us be 

diligent in our giving to others. Let us share this love with the people of 

St. Nicholas Parish and the poor of Joliet. And let us follow the example 

of Nicholas by being as generous as we can, in word and in deed, to the 

people that we meet. This is our prayer. 


