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5th Sunday OT – C (1998) 
 
Taken from Jack Shea’s An Experience Named Spirit, pp. 210-214 
IT is known by everyone who cares to know that the Lord Jesus and St. 

Peter used to repair to the local tavern after a hard day of ministry to 
break bread and drink wine together. 

On a certain rainy night St. Peter turned to the Lord Jesus and grinned. 
“We’re doing real good.” 

“We?” said the Lord Jesus. 
Peter was silent. “All right, you’re doing real good,” he finally said. 
“Me?” said the Lord Jesus. 
Peter pondered a second time. “All right, God’s doing real good,” he 

finally admitted. 
But the Lord Jesus saw how reluctant St. Peter was to admit the source 

of all goodness. He laughed and hit the table with glee. 
It was the laugh that got to St. Peter. He pushed his face toward Jesus 

and blurted out, “Look it! I was somebody before you came along. You 
didn’t make me. I know now everybody says, ‘There goes the Lord Jesus 
and his side-kick St. Peter. Jesus cures them and Peter picks them up.’ 
But it wasn’t always that way. People knew me in my own right. I was 
respected and looked up to. They would say, ‘There goes Peter, the 
greatest fisherman in all of Galilee.’” 

“I heard that you were a very good fisherman, Peter,” said the Lord 
Jesus who was always ready to praise. 

“You’re darn right I was. And tomorrow I am going to prove it. We are 
going to go fishing and you will see how the other fishermen respect me 
and look to my lead.” 
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“I would love to go fishing, Peter. I have never been fishing,” said the 
Lord Jesus who was always looking for new adventures. “But what will 
we do with all the fish we are going to catch?” 

“Well,” Peter smiled the smile of the fox. “We’ll eat a few, store the 
rest, wait till there is a shortage, then put them on the market at top 
dollar and turn a big profit.” 

“Oh!” said the Lord Jesus, who had that puzzled and pained look in 
his face that Peter had often observed, as if something that had never 
crossed his mind just made a forced entry. Peter wondered how 
someone as obviously intelligent as Jesus could be so slow in some 
matters. 

The next morning at dawn the Lord Jesus and St. Peter were down at 
the shore readying their boat. And it was just as St. Peter had said. 
When the other fishermen saw Peter, they sidled over. “Going out, 
Peter?” they asked. 

“Yeah,” answered Peter, not looking up from the nets. 
“Mind if we come along?” 
“Why not?” shrugged Peter, pretending to be bothered by them. 
When they left, he glared over at the Lord Jesus and said, “See!” 
St. Peter’s boat led the way. The Lord Jesus was in the prow hanging 

on tightly for he was deeply afraid of the water. Now St. Peter was a 
scientist of a fisherman. He tasted the water, scanned the sky, peered 
down into the lake-and gave the word in a whisper: “Over there.” 

“Why isn’t anyone talking?” asked the Lord Jesus. 
“Shhhh!” Peter shook his head. 
The boats formed a wide circle around the area that Peter had pointed 

to. “Let down the nets,” Peter’s voice crept over the surface over of the 
water. 

“Why don’t they just toss them in?” asked the Lord Jesus, who had 
hopes of learning about fishing. 

A second shhhh! came from St. Peter. 
The fishermen let down their nets and began to pull them in. But 

something was wrong. The muscles of their arms did not tighten under 
the weight of fish. The nets rose quickly; the arms of the men were slack. 
All they caught was water. 
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The fishermen rowed their boats over to St. Peter. They were a chorus 
of anger. “The greatest fisherman in all of Galilee, my grandmother’s 
bald head. You brought us all the way out here for nothing. We have 
wasted the best hours of the day and have not one fish to show for it. 
Stick to preaching, Peter.” And they rowed toward shore, shouting 
curses over their shoulder. 

The Lord Jesus said nothing. 
St. Peter checked the nets. He put on a second parade, tasting the sea, 

scanning the sky, peering in to the depths. At long last he looked at the 
Lord Jesus and said, “Over there!” 

No sooner had he said, “Over there!” than the Lord Jesus was at the 
oars, rowing mightily, the muscles of his back straining with each pull. 

And all day long under the searing sun the Lord Jesus and St. Peter 
rowed from place to place on the sea of Galilee. And all day long under 
the searing sun the Lord Jesus and St. Peter let down their nets. And all 
day long under the searing sun the Lord Jesus and St. Peter hauled in 
their nets. And all day long under the searing sun the Lord Jesus and St. 
Peter caught nothing. 

Evening fell and an exhausted St. Peter raised the sail to make for 
shore. The weary Lord Jesus held on tightly in the prow. 

It was then, as the boat glided toward shore, that it happened. All the 
fish in the sea of Galilee came to the surface. They leapt on one side of 
the boat and they leapt on the other side of the boat. They leapt behind 
the boat and they leapt in front of the boat. They formed a cordon 
around the boat, escorting it toward shore in full fanfare. 

Then in a mass suicide of fish, they began to leap into the boat. They 
landed in the lap of the laughing Lord Jesus. They smacked the 
astonished St. Peter in the face. When the boat arrived at shore, it was 
brimming, creaking, sinking under the weight of fish. 

All the other fishermen were waiting. They gathered around Peter and 
slapped him on the back. “Peter, you scoundrel. You knew where the 
fish were all the time and never let on.” They hit him on the shoulder. 
“Peter, you rogue. You put us on. You surely are the greatest fisherman 
in all of Galilee.” 

But St. Peter was uncharacteristically silent. He only said, “Give the 
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fish to everyone. Tonight, no home in this village will go without food.” 
After that, he said nothing. 

But later at the tavern with bread and wine between them Peter looked 
across the table at Jesus and said, “Go away from me. You go away from 
me. I wanted the fish to be over them not with them. I wanted the fish to 
rule them not feed them. You go away from me. I am a sinful man.” 

But Jesus smiled, not the smile of the fox but the smile that swept over 
the waters at the dawn of time, the smile that moves the sun and the 
stars. And he had no intention of going away. There were other fish to 
catch. 

 
When I reflect about the kinds of readings we have heard today, I 

think about the many gifts we possess. I think about the scriptures from 

the past weeks, scriptures that tell us that each of us are showered with 

many talents and virtues and how these talents and virtues are glorious. 

In reality, we really do need to know how special we are and how 

important we are to today’s society. 

But this week, we are also presented the other side of faith, the 

challenge that faces us every day. And the challenge is this: if for one 

moment we think we have enough talents to exist without God in our 

lives, then we will not amount to very much. According to many 

scholars, the greatest evil that affects our lives is not lust or greed or 

envy, but it is pride. We are good, but we are not so good that we can 
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think that we are better than anyone else. 

In our readings today, we find three role models who endure great acts 

of humility in the course of their faith. In our first reading from Isaiah, 

the prophet shows very graphically how a sinful person needs to 

humble themselves to stand in the presence of God. In the second 

reading, St. Paul reminds us how he endured blindness and suffering as 

a test of preparation in his life in order to see God. Finally, in our gospel 

reading today, the great fisherman St. Peter vainly labors for hours in an 

attempt to catch some fish, only to realize that the greatest catch in his 

life was the result of a man who worked without nets. In the presence of 

Christ, even the greatest of prophets and saints become humbled in 

faith. In the presence of the divine, the great gifts of the angels and 

saints make sense and as a result, the gifts are offered up to the Lord in 

great thanks. 

Often in our society, people like you and me may place ourselves as 

better than others. We might gossip about others or pick on others or 

treat others as if they are lower than us. We might have a talent that 

someone else might have, or we may be richer or stronger or smarter 
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than someone else and with those gifts, we might see ourselves having 

an advantage. The problem is, the minute that we think that we are 

better than someone, we then become lesser. The more we brag, the less 

we become in the eyes of God. 

That is why Christ came down to the world, to take away that pride 

and sin that we might possess. If we can see how Christ possesses the 

greatest gift that we seek in life, then we would gladly give up all we 

possess so that we might share in that gift. If we recognize how this 

Christ in the gospel of Luke is a servant of all rather than Lord over all, 

then we would understand the true meaning of the gifts we do possess. 

As Peter ultimately humbled himself before God, so we must as well to 

both to God and each other. The true power in life comes from service to 

others, not from the ruling over others. 

Think about those in life who have gained power and have abused it. 

Even in our own lives, think about the times we have done harm to 

others by our words and actions. The fact is, in those words and actions 

we have not advanced the love of society but have tried to lessen it. 

Power corrupts, but love erupts. Absolute power corrupts absolutely, 
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but absolute love comes from the grace that we receive from God 

whenever we serve one another. 

The readings call us to become humble. I urge all of us to live that 

humble life. If you haven’t gone to confession lately, I urge you to take 

time over the next month to do so. If you have hurt others, I urge you to 

make amends. Let us learn the true gift of service and humility. When 

we learn to serve rather than rule it is then and only then that we will 

learn the true message from God in our lives. Let us recognize that the 

greatest catch of all does not come from wealth and fame but from the 

love, grace, and humility that God offers us every day. Let us give 

thanks to God for those gifts in our lives. This is our prayer. 
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