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Isaiah 25: 6, 7-9Psalm 23 
Romans 6: 3-9 
John 11: 17-27

 
 

During the first two years of upper graduate studies, the Diocese of 

Joliet asked me to take Spanish classes in Mexico in order to prepare for 

Hispanic Ministry in this diocese. During those two summers, I had 

many opportunities to travel around Mexico, both around the cities of 

Cuernavaca and Morelia (where my classes were held). I fondly 

remember my excursions to the city of Guadalajara to sit in the zócalo 

square” in order to watch the mariachi groups play their music. During 

another weekend, tour guides took a group of us to the city of 

Guanajuato in order to see the museum of the mummies. And one rainy 

Wednesday, I toured with a group who took a rickety boat to a small 

island named Patzcuaro, an island famous for their celebrations of the 

“Day of the Dead.” 

While on this small boat sailing to Patzcuaro, my group encountered 

a huge thunderstorm. As this storm rocked our boat, the wind was 
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spraying buckets of water into our craft while lightning bolts made 

horrible sounds all around us. Needless to say, I was terrified. 

During this horrific experience, a small band of five men acted as if 

the weather were status quo and played some horrible music during the 

entire trip as if nothing was wrong. After a half an hour on the boat 

during this thunderstorm, I couldn’t decide what was worse – the 

weather or the music. Nevertheless, at the end of this experience, I felt 

like the pope would upon reaching dry land – I got on my knees and 

began kissing the ground in thanksgiving. 

If you have ever visited the island of Patzcuaro, there is one major 

building on the island, a tower that sits on a very steep hill. In order to 

reach the tower, you have to walk up this winding path with many 

stairs. All along the way, vendors sell their wares and the tourists often 

stop to take pictures and talk with the children of the island. After a 

long climb, my group walked to the top of this hill and approached this 

historical tower. By the tower is a small church and cemetery, as well as 

a small community who lived on the island. 
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We climbed the steps inside the tower, which were very steep and 

dangerous. As we walked up the steps, we viewed the beautiful art that 

covered the walls, pictures of bishops and kings and battles and 

warriors. The walls depicted the early Christian history of these people 

on this small island. But most of all, we learned that each year, starting 

in October up until November 2, this small island of Patzcuaro 

celebrates the Day of the Dead, a huge celebration of music, food, and 

prayer. 

In the United States, the Anglo people have celebrations for All 

Saints’ Day, mainly because it is a Holy Day of Obligation. But for the 

Hispanic people, I learned that most Hispanics celebrate the Day of the 

Dead more because it reminds all of us of the sacrifices and sufferings 

that the Hispanic people have endured in order to bring peace to a 

country and people. 

As we know, many of the great stories of the Catholic faith are about 

people who sacrificed their lives in order that the faith may live. 

Especially today, we remember those people who gave their lives for us. 

We remember people like the apostles, Stephen, Paul, and the other 
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saints who died because of their great faith. We placed a book in the 

back of the Church so that all of you could write names of your loved 

ones inside of it. We remember those people today, people like... This is 

a day of celebration, because we think about these people celebrating 

with God in the kingdom of heaven, knowing that their bodies may die 

but their lives continue on with God. 

We celebrate because the Lord Jesus, the bringer of love, came down 

to earth in order to share this experience of death with us. By 

experiencing death, Christ overcame death and shattered the barriers 

that separate us from the kingdom of God. We celebrate because Christ 

offers all of us the gift of life. When we put our faith in Christ, we no 

longer fear death, but look beyond death. In Christ, the day of the dead 

becomes the day of the living. 

Therefore, because of Christ’s act of salvation, we can imagine 

tonight how the people in this book (of the dead) are standing in that 

boat that sits in the thunderstorm. We imagine how that boat safely 

passes through the storm and reaches the shore of heaven, and how 

these people meet God on the other side. We celebrate because these 
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people have met God face to face and no longer fear death. We can see 

how this Day of the Dead changes into the day of the living for these 

people and for ourselves as well. 

However, we also know that we on earth have much work to do. 

There are many people who do not see God’s love on earth or have not 

accepted God’s call, even after death. We pray, especially today, that 

these people can open their eyes and see the celebration all around 

them. You see, the celebration that is happening on the island of 

Patzcuaro is right here as well. All around the world, we pray for those 

who are still in the boat in the thunderstorm, praying that they may be 

able to see God and find safety. 

In the readings today, we are given both a hope and a challenge in 

finding this island. God offers us hope every time we come forward and 

ask God for his love. But if we do not ask for this hope, there are also 

consequences. Our job on earth is to pray for all people, living and dead, 

and ask God to open their hearts so that they may see God’s love. We 

also think about the example that those who have died have left for us, a 
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legacy so to speak, and pray that they continue to pray for them in 

heaven as they have done for us on earth. 

So tonight, as we commemorate this “Day of the Dead,” we are about 

to call forth the names of those saints who have led us and guided us 

throughout our lives. We ask these saints to guide our faithful departed 

into the direction of the heavenly kingdom for the sake of their salvation 

and our own peace of mind. During this “Litany of Saints” that we pray 

tonight, let us remember those who have died and now live with God in 

heaven. Let us pray for those who have not received God’s call in their 

hearts and still sit in that boat over unsafe waters. Let us see how this 

Day of the Dead is a celebration of life, and that in Christ, no one dies. 

Let us take that love, bring it to this table, share it with each other, and 

offer it to all the people that we meet. This is our prayer today.

Let Us Remember Our Beloved Deceased 
 

For All of our Soldiers and Those in Public Service 
Who Have Given Their Lives to their Country 

 
For Those Listed in the Book of the Dead 
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Litany of the Saints 
 
Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy Christ, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy 
 
Holy Mary, Mother of God pray for them 
Saint Michael pray for them 
Holy Angels of God pray for them 
Saint John the Baptist pray for them 
Saint Joseph pray for them 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul pray for them 
Saint Andrew pray for them 
Saint John pray for them 
Saint Mary Magdalene pray for them 
Saint Stephen pray for them 
Saint Ignatius pray for them 
Saint Lawrence pray for them 
Saint Perpetua and Saint Felicity pray for them 
Saint Agnes pray for them 
Saint Gregory pray for them 
Saint Augustine pray for them 
Saint Athanasius pray for them 
Saint Basil pray for them 
Saint Martin pray for them 
Saint Benedict pray for them 
Saint Francis and Saint Dominic pray for them 
Saint Francis Xavier pray for them 
Saint John Vianney pray for them 
Saint Catherine pray for them 
Saint Teresa pray for them 
Saint Patrick, our patron  pray for them 
All holy men and women pray for them 
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Lord, be merciful  Lord, save your people 
From all evil  Lord, save your people 
From every sin  Lord, save your people 
From everlasting death  Lord, save your people 
From Satan’s power  Lord, save your people 
At the moment of death  Lord, save your people 
From everlasting judgment  Lord, save your people 
By your coming as man  Lord, save your people 
By your suffering and cross  Lord, save your people 
By your death 
 and rising to new life  Lord, save your people 
By your return 
 in glory to the Father  Lord, save your people 
By your gift of the Holy Spirit  Lord, save your people 
By your coming again in glory  Lord, save your people 
 
Be merciful to us sinners  Lord, hear our prayer 
Bring our beloved deceased 
 to eternal life, first promised 
 to them at baptism Lord, hear our prayer 
Raise them on the last day, 
 for they have eaten 
 the bread of life Lord, hear our prayer 
Let them share in your glory 

for they have shared 
in your suffering and death  Lord, hear our prayer 

Jesus, Son of the living God  Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Christ, hear us  Christ, hear us 
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer  Lord Jesus, hear our prayer 
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Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and eternal God, 
hear our prayers for our beloved deceased 
whom you have called from this life to yourself. 
Grant them light, happiness, and peace. 
Let them pass in safety through the gates of death 
and live forever with all your saints 
in the light you promised Abraham 
and to all his descendents in faith. 
 
Guard them from all harm 
and on that great day of resurrection and reward 
raise them up with all your saints. 
Pardon their sins 
and give them eternal life in your kingdom. 
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


