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Ex 12: 1-8, 11-14 
Ps 116: 12-13, 15-16, 17-18 
1 Cor 11: 23-26 
Jn 13: 1-15 

 
 

One of the questions I had to ask is why I am celebrating all of these 

masses online when social media, Facebook, YouTube and so many 

other outlets have so many masses available to the folks that are seeking 

out God in this particular way, during a time when we cannot go to 

church. One of the responses I had received concerning that question 

came from a woman named Shirley Easter who wrote a note to me in 

the mail saying the following,  

Dear Father 
 
Please put this gift in the collection basket. Gary and I have been 
watching our Masses from our home in Arizona. We are originally 
from St. Anne and spend the summers there. Thank you for airing 
the Masses! 
 
Stay well! God Bless! 
 
Querido padre 
 
Por favor, ponga esto regalo en la cesta de la colección. Gary y yo 
hemos estado observando nuestras misas desde nuestra casa en 
Arizona. Somos originarios de St. Anne y pasamos los veranos allí. 
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¡Gracias por transmitir las misas! 
 
¡Mantenerse bien! ¡Dios bendiga! 
 
Shirley Easter 
 
 

This morning (the day I’m taping this service), I celebrated a 

graveside funeral for a woman named Mary Nutting. Mary was a 

lawyer. She worked for a bank in Momence, Illinois. She raised two sons 

and a daughter (one son previously) had passed away; her husband 

already had passed away. Mary and her husband had raised their 

family and had been very prominent members of the Momence 

community. She was a participant at the Masses and very active at St. 

Patrick is Church.  

I was celebrating that service this morning and reflecting on the fact 

that whether five people were at graveside or 500 people were in the 

church for the funeral is irrelevant – God knows what is in our hearts; 

God knows the hearts of the good, holy people who have loved their 

God and loved their neighbor. That love is more than enough, because in 
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the end we Catholics are focusing on a demographic of one, not a 

demographic of hundreds. If God knows how we have been living, 

hopefully it is a good life and God will respond accordingly. 

I was communicating with a group of friends at a 

funeral home up in Joliet this last week (I’ve been 

trying to work at my death and dying course and 

doing interviews with various folks from hospice and 

hospitals and funeral homes and churches who work 

and minister in funeral planning and funeral ministry). Folks from the 

Carlson Funeral Home had told me about a woman named Casimira 

Zuchowski (pictured here), the sister of Helen Jachinowski, who passed 

away recently and whose funeral took place recently. The family’s 

desire to want closure for this woman by celebrating a funeral service 

but was not able to find closure during their grief. I had said to the 

funeral directors that it would be my honor and privilege to celebrate 

and offer this Holy Thursday  mass on her behalf (which I’m going to do 

with this Mass). 
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I bring his mirror is name up because her sister is named Helen 

Jachinowski. A few years ago when I was serving in Joliet, Illinois, 

Helen’s husband, Dick Jachinowski, was very active in the parish. His 

talent was getting a group of people together to do maintenance work 

on the property – to build tables and nativities and paint walls and 

repair roofs and finish projects that had been neglected for years. Dick 

was very active in helping the parish, based on his talents. Dick was a 

very kindred spirit.  

During my time at that previous assignment, I was during my daily 

ministry. I received a call that Dick was in the hospital and that he had 

asked to see me. So, I had run it from what I was doing to reach the 

hospital, rushed into the emergency room and found Dick on a gurney 

table. Dick was affixed with a ventilator, the mask and all those things 

necessary to allow a person to breath when suffering. 

As I came face-to-face with the patient, Dick was grasping for breath 

and he was trying to take off his mask to say something to me. I 

honestly thought what was going to say would be his final words or a 
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thought that he wanted me to share with his family. With great effort, 

Dick pulled the mask from his face and said just one word to me - he 

said, “AMEN!” and put the mask back on. During that time of my 

priesthood, I would make sure that people were offering ”full, active, 

conscious participation” in responding and responding appropriately at 

Mass. Dick wanted to make sure that he got his “Amen” during his 

conversation with me. 

There are so many individuals who offer wonderfully small examples 

of faith that have really stirred my heart. One of the beauties of being 

out in small country parishes and the reason why I think people like 

these small, country online Masses is that are saying that no one is 

forgotten -  we do offer hope in times of hopelessness. At these Masses, 

we are able to tell the country folks that they, too, are important and that 

we care enough about them to offer these Masses online specifically for 

their behalf; for that reason, I am here to offer this service. 

I am certainly honored and privileged to take care of the Dick and 

Helen Jachinowskis and the Mary Nuttings  and the Shirley Easters and 
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anyone else in the community who has asked for prayers – so many 

people who are sick or lonely or panicking or depressed and are asking 

for prayers. I keep reminding myself that our purpose in life is to love 

God and love neighbor (especially those most in need of God’s mercy – 

The Fatima Prayer) and that no matter how short our life is on earth, our 

lives are not ever about coveting the earth; our lives are about loving 

God, about building a relationship with God. So, no matter when our 

time is that we leave this earth and when we get to the other side, we 

will be with our Lord for the rest of our existence, where there will be no 

more suffering and only peace.  

I was reflecting on a prayer breakfast talk that Mother Teresa offered 

in 1994 and she talked about what Christ did for us, why Christ did this 

for us, why he would wash people is feet, why he would give us this 

mass. He would sacrifice his body and blood that began on this altar 

and is fulfilled on this cross. Mother Theresa said the following… 

 
He died for you and for me, and for the leper and for that man dying 
of hunger and that naked person lying in the street, not only of 
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Calcutta, but of Africa, and everywhere. Jesus insisted that we love 
one another as He loves each one of us. Jesus gave His life to love us 
and He tells us that we also have to give whatever it takes to do good 
to one another. And in the Gospel Jesus says very clearly: “Love as I 
have loved you.” 
 
Murió por ti y por mí, y por el leproso y por ese hombre que muere 
de hambre y esa persona desnuda que yace en la calle, no solo de 
Calcuta, sino de África y de todas partes. Jesús insistió en que nos 
amemos como Él nos ama a cada uno de nosotros. Jesús dio su vida 
para amarnos y nos dice que también tenemos que dar lo que sea 
necesario para hacernos bien los unos a los otros. Y en el Evangelio 
Jesús dice muy claramente: “Ama como yo te he amado.” 
 
 
It is my honor, it is my privilege, it is my ministry to offer what God 

is calling me to do, to take care of the folks in the country who want to 

see God in their own community. The beauty of this vocation is that 

God is just as present here as anywhere else. With the well-produced 

liturgies that we have on social media to right here in this simple, little 

chapel, God is present everywhere; this gives us hope. As we celebrate 

these three days together, let us realize that God will never abandon us; 

God will always walk with us and God remembers every single person 

who has prayed to him. We have that hope and that knowledge that God 
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forgets about no one. God loves everyone. All we must do is love God 

back as well as the people that we meet. This is our prayer. 


