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Once again, I want to thank all of you for your cards and letters and 

your wonderful notes. Obviously, we want to support each other; we 

want to make sure that you know that you are not alone during this 

journey and certainly you have been a great inspiration for my ministry 

and to me personally. Your faith has shined through the darkness in 

such a wonderful way. 

The inspiration for today’s homily comes from a letter from Cynthia 

Vickery, who wrote to me this last week or so with a donation to the 

Church and the following words… 

Dear Father Jankowski 
 
Hopefully this virus crisis will be over. We must pray to God; he can 
turn the tide on this. If we can come to the Church for Mass, it will be 
great but thanks to technology and the internet we can attend Mass 
via video, but it is not the same. 
 
This Easter would have been extra special. I was baptized on Easter 
Sunday, 73 years ago at the Church of St. Mary of the Perpetual Help 
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in Chicago. It was a Polish Church at that time. It is still somewhat 
Polish, although the neighborhood has changed over the years. 
 
Also, the anniversary of my grandmother’s death is this Easter, April 
12, 1975. Under the circumstances, we have to make the best of things 
and deal with what we have and hope for the best. May God bless 
everyone and I will keep everyone in my prayers. 
 
PS The videos of your masters prove that you need a haircut, 
especially the three in front of your face.( She didn’t write that part – 
Cynthia just said she very much appreciates the videos). 
 
 
Querido padre Jankowski 
 
Esperemos que esta crisis de virus haya terminado. Debemos rezar a 
Dios; él puede cambiar el rumbo de esto. Si podemos venir a la 
Iglesia para la misa, será genial. Pero gracias a la tecnología e internet 
podemos asistir a misa por video, pero no es lo mismo. 
 
Esta Pascua habría sido extra especial. Me bauticé el domingo de 
Pascua, hace 73 años en la Iglesia de Santa María del Perpetuo 
Socorro en Chicago. Era una iglesia polaca en ese momento. Todavía 
es algo polaco, aunque el vecindario ha cambiado con los años. 
 
Además, el aniversario de la muerte de mi abuela es esta Pascua, el 
12 de abril de 1975. Dadas las circunstancias, tenemos que sacar lo 
mejor de las cosas y lidiar con lo que tenemos y esperar lo mejor. Que 
Dios bendiga a todos y los mantendré en mis oraciones. 
 
PD: Tus videos de tus misas son maravillosos, significativos y muy 
apreciados. 
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If we live as good Christians, we do the best we can with what we 

have got. We realize that life on earth is not our end destination; our 

earthly existence is just a part of it. How we get through the difficulties 

of life is how we show God that we really understand our purpose: to 

love God and love our neighbor. This has been my mantra. 

I try to think that over the last 24 years as a priest, as I cross this 

particular feast of Easter, I go back to two great theologians (well, I don’t 

know if they are great), two philosophers of life, one who focuses on the 

negative side of life and one who focuses on the positive. I fear that 

there may be times in our lives when we do not see that light. There are 

times when we live in darkness and do not see the hope that surrounds 

us. The nighttime approaches and all seems lost. The lights turn off in 

the cities, our journeys seem often long and hopeless at the time, and we 

sit and reflect on how life could be better for us. To quote that eminent 

theologian, Elton John, he writes, “losing everything is like the sun 

going down on me.” In the world of darkness, all seems lost. 
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And yet, in our lives every day, no matter how bad things seem to go, 

no matter how hard the world may appear, there is a time every 

morning where the sun appears in the horizon and there is hope again. 

If you have ever sat on a beach to see the sunrise, if you have ever seen 

that light in the sky, you might think about that one moment in your life 

where you have seen the light of God in the darkness and as a result, 

you might see all the good things that the world really does have to 

offer. To quote that other eminent theologian, George Harrison, he 

writes, “Here comes the sun, here comes the sun, and I say it’s all right.” 

For the last six weeks or so, we have spoken about the darkness that 

exists in life. Because we are sinners, because we often fail in life, we 

often feel like we live in the darkness. When our savior came down into 

the world, there was a time in our history when the world seemed the 

darkest, a time when we sacrificed our one chance at hope in order to 

satisfy our own human ego. And here is the funny thing, something that 

will always give us hope in our lives: even when we crucified our Lord, 

he offered us the gift of love, anyway. No matter how bad things have 
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been in our human history, every morning we have been given the gift 

of a sunrise. There will always be the hope of God in our lives. There 

will always be the love that the people in this Church offer each other as 

a Christian community. 

We celebrate the season of Easter because we have learned that this 

light of God will never leave us in our life. Even in the darkest times, if 

we look to God, we will receive this light. Even if we are the most 

separated from God, his love will never leave us. We sit here tonight 

and think about all the words of hope that Christ has offered us in the 

scriptures: “Come, all you who are burdened, and I will give you rest”; 

“I am the light of the world; no one who comes to me will ever die”; “As 

the Father has loved me, so I have loved you.” 

In the Spanish language, the word for sunrise is “sonrisa,” which also 

is the word we use for concept of the smile. No matter how bad the 

night might seem, God starts each day with a sunrise, with a smile. We 

know that when the world consumes us, God still loves us, that each 

day starts with a smile and a hope that all is not lost and that God is 
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with us. God was willing to suffer for us, to die for us and to rise for us. 

All we have to do is embrace the smile and then we find hope. 

We need not to fear. That seems to be the theme of the gospel of Mark 

when we run away because we’re afraid. But if we understand the 

gospel of John and “The Book of Glory,” we learn that this gospel book 

shows us that Jesus has departed from the tomb. Jesus died in the flesh; 

Jesus rose in the flesh. Jesus leads us in the flesh; Jesus is with us. In 

John’s gospel, we learn about what theologians call a “Realized 

Eschatology,” that the kingdom of heaven exists right now and it’s 

every day like a sunrise; every day is like a smile. If we embrace that 

smile and if we understand that God is always going to be here, then we 

find peace in our hearts. 

Maybe since we have this time in our homes, maybe this Easter 

affords us the opportunity for us not to take our life with God for 

granted, but that our life is a blessing that God has offered us. How 

often do we truly understand the gift we have been offered and take the 

opportunity at home to sit around a dinner table and talk? With this 
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time at home, we have a chance to spend time with our families. How 

many often do we have an opportunity to stay at home and pray with 

God, preparing ourselves for what we’re going to do for the rest of our 

existence? Now is the chance to spend time in prayer with God. When is 

the last time we had an opportunity to reflect on how blessed our lives 

really are despite the chaos that goes on in the world, that we have 

family, we have friends, we have people that love us, we have an 

opportunity to call them, to thank them, to love them, to be with them? 

If not physically (which Christ is, in the Eucharist), then certainly 

spiritually, Christ is with us right now; Christ has imparted the gift of 

the Holy Spirit upon each of us. 

In baptism, we were introduced to God; in confirmation, we were 

sealed with that Spirit. As confirmed Christians, we walk through the 

world knowing it does not matter what happens out there; the sunrise 

and God’s smile are always right here… and that gives us hope. 

I would like to thank Cynthia Vickery and all those who have written 

me the cards and letters knowing that they to await that sunrise if they 
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have the face, I have the faith that all of us will be together if not in that 

church and on the last day. Let’s get back to that smile, that sunrise, that 

presence of God. Let’s share that presence with that people that we 

meet… because George Harrison was right – “Here comes the sun, here 

comes the sun, and I say it’s all right.” 

This is our prayer. 


