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pjankowski@yahoo.com

From: pjankowski@yahoo.com
Sent: Thursday, July 8, 2021 6:17 PM
Subject: Border Town News & Notes - July 8, 2021 (Group F)
Attachments: 2021 Holy Land Trip.pdf; Good Shepherd Manor Bulletin Flyer .pdf; 2021 Flyer (Color).pdf

 

 

 
Last year on July 26th (St. Anne’s Feast Day) was a day I 
will never forget. After celebrating three Masses and 
losing function of a set of knees that have practically no 
cartilage, I ended up soaking in a saltwater bathtub for a 
good long time, trying to recover after a full day of 
ministry. 

While I was in the bathtub, the St. Anne answering 
machine took a message from someone in despair. The 
person did not leave a phone number; the person was 
suffering terribly. I called back the number that the “Caller 
ID” left me but no one answered the phone. I came to find 
out that this person took the most precious gift of life – 
their own – and I had to live with the knowledge that I 
could do nothing to stop this horrific event. 

Fast forward a year and a similar tragedy fell upon me last 
week. In the span of a few days, I dealt with the loss of 
that life as well as another soul whose life was taken from 
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him by the hands of someone else. I had to minister to 
many families that were grieving from various afflictions. 
Last week, I was anointing folks left and right in their 
homes, those who called the parishes and asked me to 
visit their loved ones. The stories I heard from those who 
were dying was horrific – there is much suffering in the 
world, I’m sad to say. 

Amid all of this, traveling from place to place on the Sea of 
Galilee, I was sitting in my office getting ready for the St. 
Anne Wednesday 5:00 p.m. Mass when I heard the sound 
of running water pouring throughout the house. 
According to my source, most likely this was the result of 
flowing sewage entering the building because when the 
St. Anne rectory was built, the sewer line and the storm 
drain were connected, which today is an illegal thing to 
do. For a few days last week, I woke up at 3:00 a.m. to 
move as much equipment as I could from the St. Anne 
office over to St. Patrick’s, as the repairs to the office 
quarters will take some time to complete. 

I am well aware that there are just over one hundred 
diocesan priests in the Joliet diocese who minister in just 
over one hundred parishes. About fifteen of those 
diocesan priests serve outside the diocese, taking care of 
the needs within the universal Church. Of the last two 
priests ordained for Joliet, one was in his 50s and the other 
in his 60s. The days of one priest covering one country 
parish are over for the time being. Unless clerics like me 
down south wear many hats, hard decisions will have to 
be made in the southern end of the diocese. 
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On the parish answering machine is my cell phone 
number, which folks readily can use for emergency 
purposes [( (815) 685-1359]. If people call me for the 
sacraments, I will do the best I can with the energy I have 
to take care of your needs. If people do not contact me, 
there is not much I can do. 

Social media had a field day with me last week, even 
though I received no phone calls on the answering 
machine concerning any crises taking place at the parishes 
I served, save the ones I mentioned. Because of our 
sewage problem, secretary Ema Elvir will be working out 
of St. Patrick’s and will be taking phone calls for St. 
Anne’s. I continue to live in the St. Anne Rectory; a few at 
St. Patrick’s grumble about this – they want me living over 
at St. Patrick’s as well. We will do what we can to renovate 
the offices where I live. I will continue to serve anyone 
who calls me. If I am running behind in the ministry I 
serve, feel free to call me on the cell phone – many priests 
do not give out their cell phone number; I do. 

I have come to realize that sewage is not a big deal 
compared to the personal struggles our folks have to 
endure in their homes and communities. All I ask you to 
do is be patient with me – there is one of me and many of 
you I serve. 

This weekend is quite busy at St. Anne’s. The funeral for 
Fe Capriotti takes place tomorrow (Friday) at 10:00 a.m. at 
the parish. Saturday we host 10:00 a.m. baptisms and a 
12:00 quinceañera. The funeral for James Neville takes 
place on Monday at 11:00 a.m. I also had a chance to 
anoint Maryanne Pilotte, who actively is dying and needs 
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your prayers. Please also pray for Alicia Parkinson and 
her hospital stay as well. 

Over at St. Patrick’s, DRE John Rehmer is recovering well 
from his hip surgery. Please pray for Carmen Florio, who 
also has been hospitalized. I had a chance to bring home 
communion to Marcy Siwicki, one of our many 
homebound who could use your prayers as well. 

All this said, from what I understand, we have kept up 
with everything that is the St. Anne Novena. We continue 
to pay our bills and I continue to offer online Mass for 
those parishioners who have asked for this opportunity to 
pray at home because of the pandemic. Keep praying for 
vocations – keep praying for our priests. May God bless 
all of you. PGJ 

ST. ANNE NOVENA - JULY 26, 2021 
10:00 MASS IN ENGLISH 

12:00 NOON MASS IN LATIN 
2:00 P.M. MASS IN SPANISH  

  
We continue to offer for those who wish 
to stay at home. If you wish to remain at home and still 
receive the sacraments, we can come to you – just contact 
the parish offices for more information. 
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CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE MASS 

Note: All Online Masses from the Third Sunday of 
Lent through this weekend’s Mass can be found at 

 or 
 

: 

 

: 
For St. Patrick’s Church Bulletin 
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(July 10-11, 2021), CLICK HERE!!! 
For St. Anne’s Church Bulletin 

(July 10-11, 2021), CLICK HERE!!! 
For all Parish Bulletins, CLICK HERE!!! 

 

: 
To access all of Fr. Pete’s Homilies, CLICK HERE!!! 

 
  

: Alicia Parkinson, Mary 
Tolmer, John Rehmer, Carmen Florio & Maryanne Pilotte 
 

: Fe 
Capriotti & James Neville  
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CLICK HERE to watch Fr. Pete’s Videos that Walk 
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through the Liturgy, produced for the University of 
Dayton. 

 
CLICK HERE to watch Fr. 
Pete’s Twelve Part Series 
“Stories on the Journey,” 
Broadcast on Shalom 
World TV! 
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Help support our parishes buy purchasing copies of Fr. 
Pete’s Homiletic Books! You can purchase them at the 

parishes or online at Amazon.com! 
Cycle A Homilies - Cycle B Homilies - Cycle C Homilies  
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At St. Patrick’s, we still have to address a debt at St. 
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Patrick’s just over $300,000; we wish to keep up with the 
bills at St. Anne’s as well. We need to keep up with our 

renovations as well. If you can help with a pew donation 
($2,500), help with renovating our gym floor at St. Pat’s 

($15,000), or helping us pave the parking lot at Pat’s 
($70,000), that would be great! For $1,000,000, you can 

have one of our gyms named for a loved one – this one-
time gift would take care of all problems at our parishes 

and would go a long way in preserving what we have for 
generations to come!!!  

  

(815) 472-2864 
119 N. Market St. 
Momence, IL  60954 

Website: www.stpatrickmomence.org 
 

Office Hours: Mon, Wed & Thu 8:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
EMAIL RECTORY 

 

  
  



13



14

 (815) 427-8265 
PO Box 470 

St. Anne, IL  60964 
Website: www.stannestanne.org 

 
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 8:00 - 12:00 p.m. 

EMAIL RECTORY 
 


