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pjankowski@yahoo.com

From: pjankowski@yahoo.com
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 2:47 PM
To: pjankowski@yahoo.com
Subject: St. Patrick's/St. Anne's/Sacred Heart News & Notes for May 22, 2020 (Group D)

 

 
Dear Friends of the Mailing List: 
 
Now that the bishop has allowed us “officially” to gradually allow 
folks back to Mass, Mary Tolmer gave me a special gift that she 
wants me to wear when distributing communion. I look like a 
welder in this picture (and as you can see, Gabby could not care less 
about the social distancing stuff!!!). 
 

Over the next few weeks, we will be implementing the official direction that the 
diocese has asked us to pursue, concerning the gradual inclusion of the faithful into 
our weekend liturgies. Kim Emerson and company will be heading up this process at 
St. Anne’s; David Wheeler and his motley crew will head up the process at St. 
Patrick’s; Sr. Marybeth Clements & Fr. Ray Lescher are taking care of the needs at 
Sacred Heart. In the meantime, we continue to do what we do at the border town 
parishes in taking care of your needs; nothing changes.  Just keep doing what you are 
doing in helping us out while we continue to serve you as best that we can. 
 
Each of our parishes have been extremely busy this last week. In deference to Office 
Manager Alicia Parkinson (who doesn’t know a lick about baseball!), I will not use the 
phrase “around the horn” (third to second to first) but will rather say a) let me tell you 
what is happening at our parishes and b) someone get Alicia a baseball!!! 
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Say hello to our new additions. 
 
Generous benefactors have given us their “Trump Money” to purchase a Divine Mercy 
image for our sanctuary and to repaint the outdoor St. Patrick’s Statue for our grotto. 
Because we have some devoted folks in our parish who are very much invested in this 
particular devotion, we decided to fill the spot on the other side of the sanctuary with 
the Divine Mercy image to compliment the Our Lady of Guadalupe image on the other 
side of church. Even when we are away, folks in the parish have come forward to 
beautify our place, which we hope will enhance your faith life when we return in full 
force later this summer. 
 
I also wish to thank Jack Noonan, David Wheeler and the folks of our parish for 
getting us through the water damage problems at Pat’s. Of the three parishes I serve, 
this was the only parish that encountered significant water damage. Jack and David 
have been keeping up with our problems, as well as communicating with the diocesan 
insurance representative (Jim Wright). I also wish to thank Rafael Hernandez in Joliet 
(my “go to guy” from the last parish I served) in volunteering his time cleaning and 
repairing gutter problems from the rain. Rafael has been sneaking in and out of the 
parish for months, volunteering his time with our roof issues. He also connected me 
with a former parishioner who helping us removed hanging trees from our gym and 
rectory that potentially could have caused significant problems on our campus. 
Hopefully we can keep the campus in one piece when you return for full worship in 
the summer – thanks to all who have kept on top of our repairs. 
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In addition, Ardis Wardynski, Kevin & Jeannine Blanchette and 
our outdoor grotto folks wanted to beautify our grotto by 
having our statue of St. Patrick repainted. Towards that end, I 
asked a retired artist (Marlo Steinle) to help us with this project 
by repainting St. Patrick! The biggest problem in this endeavor 
was to remove all the old paint from the statue, which Marlo 
tells me takes more time and effort than the actual painting of 
the statue. We are close to finishing this project and returning 
the statue to its outdoor setting. (BTW, it took me awhile to 
remember the names of the other statues that surrounded St. 
Patrick – there are four of them!!! I was going to give Ardis a 
nickel if she could name the four offhand – her relatives 
donated the statues – but she only remembered three, so I gave 
her a penance and wagged my finger vigorously at her over the 
phone!!!). Thanks to all who made the grotto renovation 
possible. With the addition of the outdoor stations, we have a 
wonderful prayer space for the benefit of those in our 
community. 
 

Finally, we are blessed to receive our final rebate  check from Commonwealth Edison 
for the LED light project we completed, to the tune for $2,500+. Because of our 
struggles in keeping up with the collections (actually, you are helping us out a great 
deal with this), the PPP loan we received and the $2,500+ has gone a long way in 
keeping our ship afloat. We are so appreciative of everyone doing their part in helping 
us out but we need your continued help during the summer months! Thanks for all 
you do. 
 

 
I cannot thank enough Sue Bonvallet (chapel decorations), Ruth Sparenberg (drape 
hemming) Cookie Schroeder (dog watching) and everyone else who has been so kind 
in offering a really nice chapel environment for our online Masses at the parish. With 
the Stay-at-Home extending through the summer, I suspect we will have to offer 
Novena Masses and a simple St. Anne’s Day Mass online, as well as whatever small-
scale liturgies available at the parish. Meanwhile, it ain’t the walls of Jericho, but some 
of the church building is beginning to crumble, requiring us to get a tuck-pointer or 
two on the job to preserve our church. When we get a hand-made stone building 
created in 1872, you need to provide constant love to this building of ours. Jim 
Sparenberg and Alicia Parkinson have been kind enough to watch over this project 
and we are most grateful to them. 
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Meanwhile over at the parish hall, Mayor (and my 
next door neighbor) Dave O’Connell has been a great 
resource for our folks at St. Anne. We have been 
working together to reopen the parish hall (when 
possible) for city-wide events. I am a strong believer 
that our investment in the community pays 
dividends for all involved – in the Catholic faith, our 
purpose is not to win at the expense of others but to 
save souls, starting with our own. If we extend 
ourselves to others, others do the same for us and we 
all win in the process. Towards that end, this 
morning we are offering COVID-19 screenings for 
everyone in the area, including parishioners of St. 
Patrick’s and Hopkins Park. I would like to thank 
Dave and Riverside Medical for extending this 

invitation to anyone who wishes to be tested. You need to preregister and bring the 
necessary ID, but the screening runs from 8:30 – 11:00 today, as we have advertised 
over the last few weeks. 
 

 
While you have been away, Jack Noonan was kind enough to bring the St. Pat’s 
equipment to Hopkins to cut the overly grown lawn and weeds. Jack took a week or so 
to complete this work and, in the meantime, Fr. Ray Lescher found a member of the 
city to maintain the property with lawn care. Remarkably, the parish encountered no 
flood damage this week, even though we found a couple exposed wires that could 
have wreaked havoc on the property. Sr. Marybeth Clements continues to make 
weekly calls to the folks and I am told (and I assisted with some of this) that much food 
and supplies were donated that Sr. Marybeth has been delivering to those in need. Fr. 
Ray continues to celebrate daily Masses on behalf of the poor and needy in Hopkins. 
 
Over at the convent, Wally Martin continues the renovation of the property. He 
wanted to do this project for free, since those who were supposed to do the renovation 
project backed out because of the Stay-at-Home. St. Patrick’s found a way to cover for 
the floor ($6,000 worth!) and between my personal funds and the parish’s, we were 
able to give Wally some travel money, since he has been travelling from Joliet to 
Hopkins on practically a daily basis. 
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What Wally has accomplished alone is nothing short of remarkable. You really would 
not appreciate the after pictures unless you saw what came before. Nevertheless, Wally 
did a great job in finishing a project that was long overdue. Thank you, Wally! 
 
As promised, this weekend’s Ascension Sunday Mass has a Memorial Theme to it. 
Courtesy of so many folks, they were able to send me pictures of gravestones at our 
respective cemeteries, which I have utilized in the Mass. I also incorporated these 
gravestones in a special Memorial Day service I have offered online. I will be 
celebrating private Masses at the respective cemeteries on Memorial Day; please 
continue to pray with me for our beloved soldiers who have sacrificed their lives for 
our liberty. Thanks to Navy Captain Fr. Ron Neitzke from Herscher for being part of 
this service. Thanks also to Bill Cotter and the Funeral Home for providing past 
footage of their Honor Guard service. 
 
Below are the links for the Masses and services and greetings we offer for your 
consideration: 
 

 
 
Note: All Online Masses from the Third Sunday of Lent through this weekend’s Mass can be 
found at www.stpatrickmomence.org.  
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The bishop has implemented a plan to get folks into church for Mass but we still will 
have to celebrate online Masses for the time being. That said, here is the game plan for 
the upcoming Masses to be celebrated… 
 
May 31st: A special greeting from those who have volunteered to make Sunshine Phone 
Calls to our parishioners. 
 
From what I have come to find out, even though my pay was decreased, my workload 
has increased significantly with all the video work. I couldn’t care less about the 
money – I care very much about saving souls… starting with my own!!! Everything 
mentioned above can be accessed at the parish websites or the John Jones Channel on 
YouTube. 
 

Help support our parishes buy 
purchasing copies of Fr. Pete's Homiletic 
Books! You can purchase them at the 
parishes or online at Amazon.com! 
Cycle A Homilies 
Cycle B Homilies 
Cycle C Homilies 
 
 

 
 
  

 

CLICK HERE to watch Fr. 
Pete's Videos that Walk 
through the Liturgy, produced 
for the University of Dayton 

  



7

CLICK HERE to watch Fr. 
Pete's Twelve Part Series 
"Stories on the Journey," 
Broadcast on Shalom World 
TV! 

 

 
 

starting in May, 
the bishop is allowing us to pay our staff members their full salaries. Just for the 
record, we never stopped paying our staff members their full salaries (except for me) – 
there is no way we were going to deprive our folks of a decent living, especially after 
what they all do for our parish (for the record, Jack Noonan at St. Pat’s chooses to do 
all the maintenance work for no cost, in the spirit of what John Hermann used to do 
when he served as our maintenance guru at St. Pat’s). In the process, I have tried to do 
my part – I have donated from savings and such about $25,000 the last twelve months 
for the benefit of this community. As I have stated on numerous times, I am trying to 
do my part to help you out, retirement be darned – I’m more concerned about my 
afterlife than retirement life (the way I’m going, good luck on me getting to retirement, 
anyway!). All we ask you to do is your part in this cause (just so you know, Sacred 
Heart has received nothing over the last few weeks and I have had to deplete whatever 
I have left to keep that ship afloat). We already have a link set up so that you can help 
support the Sacred Heart Mission, which is the poorest community in the diocese. 
Here is the link for the Online Giving Link for all three of the parishes I serve (this 
gives you the ability to donate directly from your bank account to the parish’s)… 
 

119 N. Market St. 
Momence, IL  60954 
(815) 472-2864 
Website: www.stpatrickmomence.org 
                                                                                                                      
Office Hours: Mon, Wed & Thu 
8:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
Email Rectory 
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Support St. Patrick‘s Church by Giving 
Online!!! 
  

230 N. 6th Ave, PO Box 470 
St. Anne, IL  60954 
(815) 427-8265 
Website: www.stannestanne.org 
  
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 
8:00 - 12:00 p.m. 
Email Rectory 

 
Support St. Anne’s Church by Giving Online!!! 
  

43765 S. Walnut St. 
Pembroke Township, IL 60958 
(815) 370-9791 
Website: www.sacredheartpembroke.org 
  
Office Hours: By Appointment 
Email Rectory 

  
Support Sacred Heart Mission by Giving Online!!! 
  
We still are trying to help our parishes out during this time – Wally Martin is in the 
process of installing a new floor at the Sacred Heart convent, which was in desperate 
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need of repair. We still have to address an almost $350,000 debt at St. Patrick’s as well. 
We need to keep up with our renovations as well. If you can help with a pew donation 
($2,500), help with renovating our gym floor at St. Pat’s ($15,000), help with offsetting 
the cost of the Sacred Heart convent renovation ($7,000) or helping us pave the parking 
lot at Pat’s ($70,000), that would be great! For $1,000,000, you can have one of our gyms 
named for a loved one – this one time gift would take care of all problems at our 
parishes and would go a long way in preserving what we have for generations to 
come!!! 

: 
To access the Parish Bulletin for St. Patrick’s Church (May 23-24, 
2020), 
To access the Parish Bulletin for St. Anne’s Church (May 23-24, 
2020), 

For all parish bulletins,  

: 
To access Fr. Pete’s Homily for this weekend,

To access all of Fr. Pete’s homilies, !!! 

: 
Especially Aria Dionne, a newborn requiring a procedure in Chicago. 

: 
Vic Bednarczyk 
 



10

 
As for the diocese… 
 
The diocese has been providing numerous resources for your consideration. Here are 
two links with much of what they have sent: 
 

 

In English 
In Spanish 
 
 
Concerning the Universal Church… 
 
Please note that in light of confessions not being heard during scheduled hours, 
Mother Church reminds us that if a person truly is sorry for their sins (mortal or 
venial), if they make a “perfect contrition,” promise not to sin again (and here is the 
important part) GO TO INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AT THE NEXT AVAILABLE 
OPPORTUNITY, then their sins are forgiven. 
 
Online you can find all kinds of links provided for further consideration. 
 
Have a Blessed Week! Stay Safe, Stay Prudent and know that God is with you always!!! 
 
God Bless, 
 
Rev. Peter G. Jankowski 
Gloria Dei Vivens Homo (The Glory of God is Living in Man) 

- St. Irenaeus of Lyons 
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